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such as Thiers, Guizot, and Ledru-Rollin.   An
added obstacle to instant recognition was the
assumption by the Emperor of the title " the
Third," which pre-supposed the reign of a second
Napoleon whom Europe had never recognised.
However, one by one the powers extended formal
recognition to the new regime.   With that subtle
irony which history so often displays, the first
foreign Government to recognise the usurper was
that of the Bourbon kingdom of Sicily.   Of the
greater powers, England was the first, Prussia
second, Austria next, and Russia last; the Tsar
Nicholas  hesitating  not  through  any  fear  of
aggression but merely on account of a haughty
reluctance to acknowledge a mere parvenu  as
a sovereign of equal rank.    Even when finally
extending  recognition,   he   refused  to   address
Napoleon in the usual style as " monfrere"

Having obtained recognition of his dynasty,
the Emperor now turned his attention to securing
its future by marriage. Thoughts of marriage
had exercised his mind, from varying motives,
for many years. Before the Strassburg fiasco he
had been betrothed to his cousin Princess
Mathilde, and whilst in London after the escape
from Ham his engagement had been announced
to a Miss Emily Rawles, whose father, however,
had promptly vetoed the match on discovering
the liaison between the prince and Miss Howard.